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the Reformers were undoubtedly sincere in desiring reforms
of abuses in their city, yet to ensure the return of their
spokesman they must needs buy the suffrages of the most
unpleasant and corrupt inhabitants of their city. To indulge
in a political career is, in short, to have your sensibility
deflowered and your morality blunted by continual com-
promise. Yet it is in such a condition that you take on
the very awful responsibility of ruling for a time over vast
numbers of your fellow-citizens, your compatriots, or
mankind. I have consorted with politicians a good deal,
more or less accidentally, in the course of my life and I have
yet to hear one of them utter in private life concerning
their public functions a single sentence showing the least
elevation of views or the least altruistic concern for the
welfare or happiness of their constituents. . . . On the
hustings, of course, it was different.
§
Yet it is to these beings that, as I have said, not only our
public fortunes but our most intimate private hopes and
despairs are confided. For it is one of the most despairing
aspects of our times that the State interferes daily more and
more with our privacies. When I was a young man I no more
thought of coming into contact with a regulation of any sort
anywhere in the world, except in Prussia, than I should
have thought of breaking a law. To-day it is very difficult
to live without infringing one by-law or another. And it
is only the other day that every inhabitant of this country,
myself included, daily broke the law with a sense that we
were asserting the rights of man.
§  .
The practical remedy, I repeat and shall continue to repeat
—and the only remedy apart from education—is that
though Federal organizations may well be a great deal larger
than they are to-day, local units must become infinitely
smaller. Cities must break up and be almost without residents.
London City to-day has scarcely more than a couple of
thousand residents; Rockefeller Centre, with sixty thousand

